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CHARACTERS 


Ann  Bray,  a  spinster.     27ie  Boss. 

Eliza  Bray,  her  sister;  likewise  a  spinster.     Bossed. 

The  Lady,  'way  up  in  society. 

Scene.     The  Bray  sitting-room,  a  morning  late  in  August. 
Plays  Twenty  Minutes. 

COSTUMES 

Ann.     Dark  house-dress,  spectacles,  hair  done  tightly. 
Eliza.     House-dress,  white  apron. 

Lady.  Mustard-colored  suit,  flowing  veil,  wrist-watch,  much 
jewelry.     Very  "flashy  "  in  appearance. 

PROPERTIES 

Ann.     Newspaper,  sewing-bag,  scissors. 

Eliza.  Knitting,  tray  with  pitcher  of  lemonade,  plate  of  cake, 
jar  of  marmalade. 

Lady.  Large  mesh-bag  containing  envelope  with  two  tickets. 
Auto  horn  to  be  heard  off  stage. 


Copyright,  1918,  by  Walter  H.  Baker  &  Co. 

©CI.D    50042 

JUL  2d  iSi8 


A  Lady  to  Call 


SCENFl — An  old-fashioned  sitting-room.  Entrances  R. 
and  L.  Small  stand  back  c.  Table  at  back  r.  c.  Ann, 
R.,  reading  newspaper.     Eliza,  l.,  knitting. 

Ann.  I  do  declare,  Eliza,  here's  another  picture  in 
last  night's  paper  of  that  Mrs.  Pratt,  who  bought  the  old 
Bennett  homestead.  I  think  it's  perfectly  sickenin'  to  be 
in  the  public  eye  as  much  as  she  is.  This  is  the  third 
time  within  two  months  that  I've  seen  her  photograph  in 
our  little  daily.  That's  more  notice  than  any  one  who  be- 
longs here  ever  gets.  Even  when  Silas  West  was  Senator 
he  only  had  his  in  twice  during  the  whole  term. 

Eliza  {gently).  Oh,  there  you  go  again!  But,  Sis- 
ter, any  one  would  naturally  attract  attention  by  doing 
what  Mrs.  Pratt  has  done  with  that  old  farmhouse. 
Just  think — that  old,  tumble-down  farmhouse  turned  into 
a — a  palace  ! 

Ann.  And  who  wanted  a  palace  in  our  quiet  village? 
Every  one  was  satisfied  and  contented  with  their  homes 
before  she  got  them  upset  with  her  Italian  gardens  and 
fountains  and  automobiles  and  greenhouses  and — and  art 
galleries.  Next  thing  we  know  some  of  the  farmers  will 
be  hirin'  themselves  butlers  and  buildin'  castles.  If  all 
them  things  did  the  town  any  good,  I  wouldn't  mind,  but 
'tain't  right  for  her  to  take  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the 
town  and  keep  it  to  herself  like  that. 

Eliza.  I  don't  see  but  she  has  a  right  to  them  as  long 
as  she  pays  for  them.  Look  at  the  generous  gift  she 
made  the  library — that's  of  public  benefit,  isn't  it? 
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Ann.  Another  chance  to  get  her  name  in  the  paper, 
that's  all.     {Reads  paper.) 

EnzA.  Martha  Wade  met  her  at  the  church  a  few 
weeks  ago,  and  says  she  is  real  nice  and  friendl}^  Per- 
haps if  you  knew  her  you  wouldn't  be  so  harsh  in  your 
judgment  of  her.  I  don't  believe  you  realize  it,  Ann,  but 
you've  grumbled  for  a  week  steady  about  that  woman, 
and  you  might  as  well  stop.  It  won't  do  you  any  good. 
(Eliza  knits;  Ann  continues  to  read.  After  a  pause.) 
You'd  like  lots  of  pretty  things  money  can  buy  if  you 
could  afford  them,  I  guess.  You  shouldn't  envy  others. 
Sister,  you  know  what  the 

Ann  {rising).  I'm  not  envious.  I  don't  like  to  see 
a  person  airin'  his  worldly  goods  before  those  who  have 
less.  It's  just  like  sayin'  right  out  "  See  how  much  I 
have,  and  how  little  you  have."  Why  didn't  she  keep 
her  city  ideas  in  the  city,  and  not  upset  the  peaceful, 
happy  countryside  with  'em?  {Looks  around  for  sew- 
ing-hag.)    Where's  my  sewin'  gone? 

Eliza.  I  think  you  left  it  in  the  other  room.  Perhaps 
if  you  hadn't  taken  the  off  side,  along  with  a  few  of  the 
others,  and  had  been  a  mite  sociable,  Mrs.  Pratt  would 
seem  more  like  one  of  us.  Last  year  you  fell  all  over 
yourself  to  get  acquainted  whenever  a  stranger  came  to 
the  church.  I  don't  see  why  it  should  be  different  now. 
To  tell  you  the  truth,  Ann,  I  think  that  you  are  a  little 
bit  jealous  of  Martha  and  those  who  got  a  head  start  in 
meeting  Mrs.  Pratt. 

Ann  {staring  at  her  a  moment,  then — ),  I  guess 
I  left  my  bag  in  the  kitchen. 

{Exit,  L.     Eliza  goes  r.,  picks  up  paper,  and  looks  at 
picture.) 

Eliza.  Poor  Ann !  She's  got  the  social  bee  in  her 
bonnet  as  bad  as  any  o'  them  city  high  flyers.  She's  just 
crazy  to  know  Mrs.  Pratt,  for  all  she  talks  so  much  agin 
her.  {Reads  paper.)  Here's  some  more  about  Mrs. 
Pratt's  place.  Huh,  I  should  think  old  man  Bennett 
would  turn  in  his  grave  with  his  old  place  groaning  under 
a  name  like  "  B — B — Buena  Vista."  Ann  says  she  heered 
it's  Spanish.     Wonder  what  it  means. 
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Enter  Ann,  l.,  with  sewing-hag. 

Ann.  I've  found  it.  I  spend  half  my  time  tryin'  to 
locate  this  here  thing.  I  think  it  just  walks  away  from 
me. 

Eliza.  It's  my  opinion  your  mem'ry's  at  fault.  That's 
a  sewing-bag,  not  a  travelin'  bag.  Leastwise,  it  stays 
where  /  put  it. 

Ann.  Now  don't  make  fun  of  me.  I've  seen  you 
hunt  all  over  the  house  for  the  cat,  when  you've  already 
put  her  out  for  the  night. 

(Ann  sews;  Eliza  reads  paper.) 

Eliza  {laughingly) .  Ann,  get  out  your  best  bib  and 
tucker,  an'  we'll  go  into  society.  Listen  to  this  {read- 
ing) :  *'  To-morrow  afternoon  Mrs.  Pratt,  who  has  con- 
verted the  old  Bennett  homestead  into  a  magnificent 
estate,  will  throw  her  Italian  gardens  open  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  all  who  wish  to  visit  them.  She  is  especially 
desirous  of  meeting  the  ladies  of  the  village.  Tea  will  be 
served  from  2  until  5."  My  !  my !  Who'd  'a'  thunk  it ! 
This  is  last  night's  paper,  so  that  is  this  afternoon. 

Ann  {severely).  I  wouldn't  go  for — for  a  farm 
down  East.  That  woman's  jest  a-tryin'  to  make  up  to 
the  whole  town.  We  got  along  all  right  for  several  years 
before  she  came,  and  I  guess  we  can  manage  to  exist  in 
the  future  just  as  well. — Now  where  in  China  are  my 
scissors? 

Eliza.     Maybe  they  went  for  a  stroll  with  the  bag. 

(Ann  rises  and  looks  around  room.) 

Ann.  There  they  are.  {Goes  up  stage  to  table  r.  c. 
Glances  out  door  r.,  then  stands  and  stares  in  astonish- 
ment.    Eliza  reads  paper.)     Eliza! 

Eliza  {dropping  paper  and  rising  quickly).  Wh-what's 
the  matter? 

Ann.     Eliza,  there's  a  woman  comin'  up  our  lane. 

Eliza   {sitting  down  with  relieved  look).     Pedlar? 

Ann.     Pedlar  nothin'.     It's  a  lady  dressed  to  kill. 

Eliza  {going  up  stage  indifferently  and  peering  out)^ 


6  A    LADY    TO    CALL 

Ain't  that  the  back  end  of  an  automobile  stickin'  out  from 
behind  them  trees? 

Ann.  I  see  it.  A  yaller  car;  the  color  of  her  suit. 
{Hastily  adjusts  hairpins,  apron,  etc.)  Slick  up  your 
hair,  Eliza,  and  {excitedly)  don't  git  so  flustered. 

{Knock  is  heard  r.     Ann  goes  to  door.) 

Lady  {off  stage).  I  wonder  if  I  could  trouble  you 
for  a  drink  of  water?     You  see 

Ann.  Certainly.  Won't  you  come  in  and  rest  a  min- 
ute?    It's  dreadfully  hot  to-day. 

Eliza  {timidly).     Yes,  do. 

Enter  Lady. 

Ann.  Sit  right  down  here  and  cool  off.  I  think  this 
is  the  hottest  day  of  the  summer. 

Lady.  I  should  say  it  is !  Something  went  wrong 
with  the  auto,  and  Jim's  gone  back  for  help.  It  was  so 
hot  on  that  seat  that  I  couldn't  stand  it  another  minute. 
I  hope  I'm  no  bother  to  you. 

Ann.  Of  course  you're  not.  Eliza,  go  fix  some 
lemonade. 

Eliza.     Yes,  I'll  have  it  in  an  instant.  [Exit,  l. 

Ann  {motioning  Lady  to  chair  l.,  sits  r.).  Sit  down. 
Stranger  here? 

Lady.  Practically;  I've  only  been  here  a  little  while. 
I  went  to  the  city  after  something  this  morning,  and  was 
on  my  way  back  when  the  car  gave  out.  {Glances  at 
wrist-watch.)     I  ought  to  be  back  there  now. 

Ann.     Y-es,  y-es. 

Lady  {affably).  Of  course  you  know  who  I  am;  you 
must  have  seen  my  picture  in  the  papers.  I've  got  to  be 
there  at  two  o'clock,  for  they  can't  start  without  me. 
And  it'll  take  me  some  time  to  dress. 

Ann  {much  elated).  Why,  surely,  I  knew  you  right 
off.  I  was  readin'  about  you  in  last  night's  paper  when 
you  knocked.  You  must  be  upset  about  bein'  late.  Are 
you  plannin'  on  a  big  crowd? 

Lady.  The  more  the  merrier,  I  can  give  'em  all 
something  to  talk  about. 
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(Crosses  knees   mann'ishly,   much   to   Ann's   conster- 
nation. ) 

Ann.  Goin'  to  be  here  long?  The  summer's  about 
gone.  It'll  be  gettin'  'long  toward  cold  weather  pretty 
soon. 

Lady.  That  depends.  The  town  isn't  big  enough  to 
be  worth  while,  but  we'll  see  how  this  afternoon  goes 
off. — Oh,  I've  left  my  hand-bag  in  the  car.  Pardon  me 
a  moment  while  I  get  it.  I  suppose  it's  safe  enough,  but 
I'd  rather [Exit,  r. 

Ann.  At  last!  At  last!  At  last !— Eliza !  Eliza, 
come  here  this  minute!  {Enter  Eliza,  l.  Ann,  ex- 
citedly.) Eliza,  git  out  the  ginger-snaps,  cut  the  best 
pound  cake,  and  bring  up  a  jar  of  marmalade.  And  do 
hurr}^  w4th  that  lemonade. 

Eliza.  Ann,  why  are  you  making  so  much  to-do  over 
a  perfect  stranger?  Don't  you  know  lemons  are  thirty- 
five  cents  a  dozen? 

Ann.  Use  two  dozen  if  you  have  to.  But,  hurry, 
hurry,  hurry  !  Eliza  Bray,  don't  you  know  who  that  is  ? 
It's  Mrs.  Pratt !  If  she  takes  a  fancy  to  us  our  fortune's 
made.  Now  do  hurry.  Some  folks  in  town'll  set  up 
an'  take  notice,  I  guess.  If  we  git  intimate  with  her 
we'll  keep  her  to  ourselves.  Nobody'll  git  an  introduction 
from  us,  will  they? 

Eliza.     My,  my,  but  you're  changeable,  Ann. 

Ann  {sharply).  Now  you  go  and  hurry  with  them 
victuals.  {Exit  Eliza,  l.  )  Now  I  guess  that  those — 
those  cats  will  see  that  they  aren't  the  only  things  in  town 
that  can  hobnob  with  city  folks.  I've  been  unnoticed  by 
them  long  enough,  and  it's  hurt  like  everything.  Eliza 
suspects  it,  but  I've  never  told  her.  I've  got  my  chance 
at  last.  I'll  show  'em  all  something  to  be  jealous  of. 
I'll 

Enter  Lady,  r.,  szvinging  large  mesh-bag. 

Lady.     I  got  it  all  right. 

Ann.  Make  yourself  right  at  home.  My  sister'll  be 
in  presently.  Your  place  looks  fine,  doesn't  it?  I  was 
noticing  it  this  morning  when  I  was  out. 
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Lady.  Yes,  it's  quite  a  flash.  You  see  it's  a  new 
outfit  this  year. 

Enter  Eliza,  l.,  with  tray  of  food.     Ann  pulls  stand 
dozvn  c.  and  tray  is  placed  on  it.     Lady  sits  r. 

Eliza.  There !  I  guess  I've  got  everything.  That'll 
be  some  relief  from  this  awful  weather. 

Lady  (takes  glass  and  cake;  from  time  to  time  helps 
herself  generously  to  cake  and  marmalade).  Oh,  you're 
the  kindest  things.     Why,  this  is  a  feast  in  a  desert. 

Ann.  Of  course  these  ain't  like  the  victuals  you're 
used  to,  and  they  ain't  served  up  in  great  style. 

Lady.  I  just  love  this  old-fashioned  cooking.  One 
does  get  tired  of  the  Copley  Plaza  and  the  Claridge  and 
such  places,  when  one  is  constantly  there. 

Eliza.  Quite  so,  quite  so.  And  I've  heard  tell  that 
the  variety  of  eatables  they  serve  at  one  meal  in  the 
er— er^Costly  Pleasure  and  sich  like  is  fairly  ruinous  to 
the  digestion,  to  say  nothing  about  the  pocketbook. 

Ann.     Eliza,  Eliza  Bray! 

Eliza.  I  have  a  friend  who  stopped  in  New  York 
over  night  on  the  way  to  her  sister-in-law's  husband's 
funeral,  and  she  knows  all  about  sich  places. 

Ann.     Eliza ! 

Lady.  Yes,  yes.  It  is  such  a  relief  not  to  have  a 
waiter  hovering  at  one's  elbow  every  moment,  and  not 
to  find  half  a  dozen  servants  bowing  and  scraping  at 
every  turn.  And  the  miserable  little  places  one  must  put 
up  with  when  in  the  smaller  towns !  They  are  just  the 
other  extreme.  Everything  filthy  and  inconvenient ;  and 
the  service  very  awkward.  Why,  ladies,  this  is  my  idea 
of  heaven  on  earth.  I  know  you  would  agree  with  me, 
if  you  don't  now,  if  you  were  away  from  this  snug  little 
nest  almost  the  year  round.  This  is  the  best  way,  after 
all,  and  believe  me,  I  know ;  I've  tried  'em  all  from  start 
to  finish. 

Ann.  It's  suited  Eliza  an'  me  ever  since  we  were 
born.     We've  lived  here  all  our  lives,  in  this  very  house. 

Lady  (helping  herself).  My,  but  this  marmalade  is 
good.     If  Jim  doesn't  hurry  up,  the  jar  will  be  empty. 
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Ann.  Help  yourself,  help  yourself.  We're  most  de- 
lighted to  have  you. 

Lady.  Your  existence  is  far  different  from  the  one 
I  have  led,  I  must  say.  I've  always  been  flitting  about 
here  and  there,  ever  since  I  can  remember.  South  or 
West  in  winter,  Europe  this  year,  Alaska  another,  and 
one  year  even  to  Australia  and  India.  But  people  in  my 
position  have  to  keep  on  and  on  at  that  sort  of  thing. 

Eliza.  My  stars,  it  must  be  wonderful  to  have  the 
money  to  travel  around  like  that.  Ann,  wouldn't  it  be 
funny  to  see  it  printed  in  the  Record  that  "  The  Misses 
Bray  have  closed  their  home  for  the  winter,  and  will  go 
to — to — to  Switzerland,  and  climb  the  Alps  "  ? 

Ann.  Don't  act  so  childish,  Eliza.  You're  not  a 
giddy  sixteen-year-old.  {To  Lady.)  How  did  you  ever 
happen  to  come  to  our  town  ?  It's  such  a  small  place  that 
I  shouldn't  think  it  would  have  attracted  you. 

Lady.  Well,  we  rode  through  here  last  year,  and  I 
remarked  that  it  might  do  to  stop  here  some  time.  So 
this  year  here  we  are.  And  if  every  one  is  nearly  so 
generous  and  hospitable  as  you  ladies,  I'm  sure  I  will 
look  forward  to  returning  next  summer. 

Eliza.  It'll  take  a  little  time  to  get  acquainted,  but 
I  know  you'll  like  it. 

Ann.  And  you'll  be  sure  to  call  on  us  next  year,  won't 
you? 

Lady.  I  most  certainly  shall.  It  will  take  a  long  time 
to  forget  your  kindness.  {Taking  marmalade.)  Oh,  I 
must  repeat,  I  don't  know  v/hen  I've  tasted  anything  so 
delicious  as  this  marmalade. 

Ann.  Help  yourself.  We've  more  down  cellar.  We 
always  put  up  a  lot,  and  we've  more'n  ever  this  year. 

{Auto  horn  heard  off  stage  r.) 

Lady.  Oh !  I'm  afraid  I'll  have  to  be  going.  Jim's 
back.  That's  what  that  horn  is.  {Rises.)  I  don't  know 
how  to  begin  to  thank  you  ladies  for  your  kindness — I'd 
have  been  shrivelled  to  dust  if  I  had  had  to  stay  out 
there  in  the  blazing  sun  all  this  time. 

Ann.  Don't  mention  it.  We've  been  delighted  to 
have  you  in. 
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Eliza.  Indeed  we  have.  I  hope  you  can  get  around 
to  see  us  again  some  time. 

Lady  {starting  for  door).  Once  again,  I  want  to 
thank  you  for  your  hospitahty.  Oh,  by  the  way,  are  you 
two  going  any  place  in  particular  this  afternoon? 

Ann     )    .^       ^7     \     i    No — no,  not  at  all. 

Eliza   [  i^ og ether).  ^   Just  at  home,  as  usual. 

Lady  {opening  hag).  Then  I'd  like  to  have  you  come 
over  and  see  me,  if  it's  convenient  for  you.  You've  been 
so  good. 

Ann.     We'd  admire  to  come,  wouldn't  we,  Eliza? 

Lady  {handing  Ann  envelope).  Here,  be  sure  and 
come,  and  I'll  make  it  a  point  to  see  you,  no  matter  how 
busy  I  am.     Good-bye  till  then.  [Exit,  R. 

Ann    I    ^together).\   We'll  be  there.     Good-bye. 

Eliza  j    ^    ^  I     1  hank  you  ever  so  much. 

Eliza  {staring  out  door).  There  they  go.  Hand- 
some automobile,  ain't  it?  What  was  that  printed  on 
the  back  of  it? 

Ann  (r. )•  Her  coat  of  arms,  prob'ly.  Likely  enough 
it's  on  our  invitation  too. 

{Looks  into  envelope,  then  drops  it  zvith  a  surprised 
cry. ) 

Eliza  (l.).  Ann,  whatever's  the  matter  with  you? 
{Looks  in  envelope,  stares,  then  pulls  out  two  tickets. 
Reads.)  "Madame  Zoretta,  world  famous  snake- 
charmer:  forty  ferocious  reptiles;  trainer  of  Susy,  the 
snake  with  an  intellect.  See  Susy  write  her  name. 
Greatest  act  in  circusdom — With  Bingle's  Wild  Animal 
Show." 

{Sisters  stare  at  each  other,  then  gaze  at  tray  of  food. 
Eliza  slowly  breaks  into  a  smile.     Ann  frowns.) 

Ann.  Eliza,  Eliza  Bray,  clear  out  of  here  with  that 
tray,  and  get  to  work. 


QUICK  CURTAIN 


VAUDEVILLAINIES 

A  Collection  of  Sketches  for  Use  in  Vaudeville 
By  Harry  L.  Neivton 
Comprising  ten  snappy  twenty  minute  acts,  many  of  which  have  been 
used  one  or  more  seasons  by  iDrofessional  talent. 
Frice,  s^  cents 

CONTENTS 
Chocolate  Drops,  2  m,  Thea  and  Now,  1  m.  I  f. 

The  Customs'  Inspector,  2  m.  The  Third  Degree— and  Last,  I  m.  1  i 

From  Soup  to  Nuts,  2  m.  A  CaU  to  Arnis,  1  oi.  1 1. 

Just  Before  the  Battle,  1  m.  I  f.  fier  Second  Time  on  Earth,  1  m.  H. 

Our  Summer  Boarder,  1  m.  i  f.  Strenuous  Mame,  1  m.  1  f, 

FUN  ON  THE  BINGVILLE  BRANCH 
An  Entertainment  in  One  Scene 
By  Jessie  A.  Kelley 
Seventeen  males,  eighteen   females.     Scenery  unimportant ;  costumes, 
modern  and  eccentric.     Plays  about  an  hour,    A  very  easy  and  funny  pre- 
sentation of  the  humors  of  railway  travel,  full  of  laughs  and  chances  for 
local  hits.     In  the  class  with  "  Scenes  in  the  Union  Depot,"  "  The  Village 
Post-Office,"  etc.     Strongly  recommended. 
Price,  45"  cents 

CHARACTERS 

Conductor.  Yi\a^ce.s  Ckoss,  S7nali  daughiey 
BiiAKEMAN.  of  Mrs    Cross. 

Newsboy.  Alyse  Parker    |  ,,,^^t:,,-^,  ^.y/y 

Mrs.  U\'i,Tk.¥.^^,'whogetsontJie  Maysie  Richie  y'^'^'^^'^^^ h^^^^- 

wrong  train.  Silas  Noser,  who  has  a  nose. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alger,  and  baby.  Johnny  Jackson,  who  asks  ques' 
Mr.  andMrs.Levaggi  )       an  Hons. 


Tony,      Mary       KKTi\  Italian    Mrs.  Marston,  who   is  taking 

Peter  Levaggi  )  family.        fohnny  with  her. 

Mrs.  Fussy,  a  rich  woman,  very   Michael  Murphy,  who  is  polite. 

fussy.  Israel    Levitsky,   who  can?iot 

Robert,  her  nephew,  anxious  to       speak  English. 

please.  Mrs.  Precise       )    very  prim 

Mame  Tones  ■).,  .  ,  Mrs.  Mannerly  j       ladies. 

Liz  Smith      yowery  girls.  y^^^    Smarty,    who    tries  to  be 

Mrs.  Mulligan,  with  her  four     funny. 

children.  Mr.    Austin,    luho  feels   rather 

Rube  Hickey  "I  -vho   are   going       cranky. 

Sal  Sofer       |      to  the  circus.      'Rastus  Jones,  a  darkey  taking 
Edythe  Ray         \  his^h  school         his  first  ride. 
Pauline  Porter  j      ^ girls.  Saul  Cohen,  an  elderly  Jew. 

Mrs,  Cross. 

Nei;her  the  Levaggi  nor  the  Mulligan  children  have  any  speaking  part 
Some  characters  may  be  omitted  if  desired  and  some  can  take  two  or  more 
parts,  L>s  nearly  all  the  parts  are  short  and  easy.  The  children's  parts 
may  b<.'  taken  by  adults  dressed  as  children  if  desired. 


RED  ACRE  FARM 

A  Rural  Comedy  Drama  in  Three  Acts  by  Gordan  V,  May.  Seven 
males,  five  females.  Costumes,  modern  ;  scenery,  one  interior,  one  exte- 
rior. Plays  two  hours.  An  easy  and  entertaining  play  with  a  well-bal- 
y.nced  cast  of  characters.  The  story  is  strong  and  sympathetic  and  the 
comedy  element  varied  and  amusing.  Barnaby  Strutt  is  a  great  part  for 
a  good  comedian  ;  "  Junior  "  a  close  second.  Strongly  recomnvended. 
Price^  2J  cents 

THE  COUNTRY  MINISTER 

A  Comedy  Drama  in  Five  Acts  by  Arthur  Lewis  Tubbs.  Eight  males, 
five  females.  Costumes,  modern  ;  scenery  not  difficult.  Plays  a  full  even- 
ing. A  very  sympathetic  piece,  of  powerful  dramatic  interest;  strong  and 
varied  comedy  relieves  the  serious  plot.  Ralph  Underwood,  the  minister, 
is  a  great  part,  and  Roxy  a  strong  soubrette  ;  all  parts  are  good  and  full 
of  opportunity.  Clean,  bright  and  strongly  recommended. 
Price,  2$  cents 

THE  COLONELS  MAID 

A  Comedy  in  Three  Acts  by  C.  Leona  Dalrymple.  Six  males,  three 
females.  Costumes,  modern  ;  scenery,  two  interiors.  Plays  a  full  even- 
ing. An  exceptionally  bright  and  amusing  comedy,  full  of  action  ;  all  the 
parts  good.  Capital  Chinese  low  comedy  part ;  two  first-class  old  men. 
This  is  a  very  exceptional  piece  and  can  be  strongly  recommended. 
Pi  ice,  2^  cent  J 

MOSE 

'  A  Comedy  in  Three  Acts  by  C.  W.  Miles,  Eleven  males,  ten  females. 
Scenery,  two  interiors  ;  costumes,  modern.  Plays  an  hour  and  a  half.  A 
lively  college  farce,  full  of  the  true  college  spirit.  Its  cast  is  large,  but 
many  of  the  parts  are  small  and  incidental.  Introduces  a  good  deal  of 
singing,  which  will  serve  to  lengthen  the  performance.  Recommended 
highly  for  co  educational  colleges.  Price,  ij  cents 

OUR  WIVES 

A  Farce  in  Three  Acts  by  Anthony  E.  Wills.  Seven  males,  four  fe- 
males. Costumes,  modern  ;  scenery,  two  interiors.  Plays  two  hours  and 
a  half.  A  bustling,  up-to-date  farce,  full  of  movement  and  action ;  all 
the  parts  good  and  effective;  easy  to  produce;  just  the  thing  for  an  ex- 
perienced amateur  club  and  hard  to  spoil,  even  in  the  hands  of  less 
practical  players.     Free  for  amateur  performance.         Price,  2J  cents 

THE  SISTERHOOD  OF  BRIDGET 

A  Farce  in  Three  Acts  by  Robert  Elwin  Ford.  Seven  males,  six  fe- 
males. Costumes,  modern ;  scenery,  easy  interiors.  Plays  two  hours. 
An  easy,  effective  and  very  humorous  piece  turning  upon  the  always  in- 
teresting servant  girl  question.  A  very  unusual  number  of  comedy  parts ; 
ftll  the  parts  gooJ    Easy  to  get  up  and  well  recommended.      Price^  sj  cents 


CLOSE  TO  NATURE 

A  Farce  in  Four  Acts 
By  Normaji  Lee  Swartout 
Author  of  «  The  Arrival  of  Kitty,"  "  Half-Back  Sandy,** 
"  One  of  the  Eight,"  etc. 
Nine   males,  four  females.     Costumes,  modern ;  scenery,  one   interior 
and  one  exterior.     Plays  a   full  evening.     Royalty  for  amateur  perform- 
ance, ^lo.oo  for  one  or  $15.00  for  two  performances.     Levasso  Wellman, 
an  unusually  healthy  individual,  is  persuaded  by  his  wife,  who  has  private 
reasons  for  the  change  connected  with  her  daughter's  engagement  to  the 
man  of  her  motlier's  choice  and  the  elimination  of  "  the  wrong  man,"  to 
go  to  a  remote  health   resort — Farm   Springs,     His  experiences  in  this 
somewhat  fraudulent  institution  are  very  funny  and  the  defeat  of  mamma's 
matrimonial  politics  turns  out  all   right  for   the  daughter.     Well  recom- 
mended. Price,  JO  cents 

CHARACTERS 

Lavasso  Wellman,  a  lawyer^ 

Ted,  his  small  son. 

Doctor  Boxill,  Mrs.  Wellman  s  brother, 

Clayton  Holmes,  a  poor  young  maii. 

Hugh  Killroy,  a  rich  young  man. 

Alonza  K.  Dewsnap,  editor  of  a  health  magazine, 

Sidney  Muirhead,  a  Cajiadian  fartner, 

Jim  Jarks,  a  backwoodsman. 

A  Chauffeur. 

Mrs.  Wellman. 

Barbara,  Wellmaii  s  daughter. 

Carrie,  a  jnaid. 

Mrs.  Muirhead. 

Mike,  Ted's  dog. 

The  part  of  Ted,  who  is  supposed  to  be  nine  years  old,  may  be 
irery  effectively  played  by  an  older  boy  of  small  stature,  by  a  girl 
or  by  a  child. 

SYNOPSIS 

Act  I.    Mr.  Wellman's  Library,  New  York.  An  evening  in  June. 

Act  II.     Farm  Spring  Hotel.  Canada.     Two  days  later. 

Act  III.     Same  as  Act  II.    A  few  minutes  later. 

Act  IV.     Same  as  Act  I.     Five  days  later. 

JACK'S  BROTHER'S  SISTER 

A  Sketch  in  One  Act 
By  Pauline  Phelps  and  MarioJt  Short 
One  male,  one  female.  Costum.es,  modern ;  scene,  an  interior.  Plays 
twenty  minutes.  No  royalty.  Petunia,  visiting  her  brother  Jack  in  his 
college  room,  encounters  his  chum,  who  has  never  seen  her,  and  falls 
under  suspicion  of  being  mixed  up  in  some  Junior-Senior  politics.  Their 
interview,  complicated  with  a  red  skirt  and  a  riding  habit,  is  most  in- 
geniously and  amusingly  conducted.  Very  bright  and  strongly  recom- 
inended. 

Price^  75*  cents 


FOR  COLLEGE  THEATRICALS 

FORTUNE  BY  LAND  AND  SEA 

A  Tragi-Comedy  in  Five  Acts 
By  Thomas  Heywood  and  Williain  Rowley 

Ap  acting  version  arranged  for  the  Annual  Theatricals  of  the  Harvard 

'  Chapter  of  Delta  Upsilon  for  1899 

By  Janet  Edmonson  IValker 

Eighteen  male,  three  female  characters.  Costumes,  Elizabethan; 
scenery,  varied,  but  may  easily  be  dispensed  with,  the  piece  being  even 
advantaged  by  production  under  the  conditions  of  its  period.  Intended  to 
serve  as  a  full  evening's  bill.  This  is  one  of  the  items  of  a  considerable 
list  of  the  productions  of  the  Harvard  Dramatic  Club  that  were  to  have 
been  announced  but  that  were  abandoned  as  an  indirect  consequence  of 
the  European  war.  The  version  offered  has  been  acted  with  great  suc- 
cess and  is  entirely  competent  material  for  similar  experiments  by  other 
colleges  and  schools.  The  serious  interest  in  drama  study  that  is  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  features  of  the  present  educational  scheme  has 
originated  a  demand  for  acting  material  of  real  value,  and  we  are  fortu- 
nate to  be  able  to  answer  to  it  with  a  piece  of  such  high  literary  and  his- 
trionic merit.  j,^,.^^^  boards,  50  cents  per  copy 

♦  CHARACTERS 

Old  Forrest.  "  Purser 

Frank  Forrest  "I      . .  Clinto; 

Young  Forrest)     ^"^  •^^'"-  Clown. 

Old  Harding.  Pursuivant. 

Philip,  his  eldest  son,  married  to  Host. 

Susan  Forrest.  Sailor. 

William  )  , .  Hangman. 

John  \  his  younger  sons.  ^j^^^    ^^^    Harding,    second 

Master  Rainsforth,  a  quarrel-  wife  to  Old  Hardi7ig. 

some  gentleman.  Susan,  daughter  of  Old  Forreit^ 

Goodwin  |  friends  to  Raitts-  wife  to  Philip  Harding. 

Foster     j       forth.  Bess,  barmaid. 
A  Merchant,  brother  to  Mrs. 

Harding.  Drawers,  Officers,  etc, 

TOO  MUCH  SALT 

A  Comedy  in  One  Act 
By  G.  S.  Bryan 
Three  male,  three  female  characters.  Costumes,  modern ;  scene,  a 
simple  interior.  Plays  twenty  minutes.  A  young  husband  brings  home  a 
friend  to  dinner  to  find  that  the  cook  has  left  and  his  wife  has  cooked  the 
dinner.  A  series  of  disasters  brings  about  a  state  of  war  and  upon  the 
battle-field  arrive  the  wife's  uncle  and  aunt  as  reinforcements,  A  flank 
movement  by  Auntie's  pet  dog  turns  the  day,  and  all  ends  well.  A 
trifle  that  can  be  recommended. 

Price,  75  cents 


Two  New  Prompt  Books 

Edited  by 
GRANVILLE  BARKER 


THE  WINTER'S  TALE 

By  William  Shakespeare 

An  acting  edition  ivith  a  producer  s  preface  by  Gran'ville  Barker 

With  Costume  Designs  by  Albert  Rothenstein 
As  produced  by  Lillah  McCarthy  at  the  Sa'voy  Theatre^  London 

An  admirable  stage  version  of  this  play  suitable  for  school  performance, 
if  desired,  under  simplified  conditions  as  to  scenery.     Mr.  Rothenstein's 
illustrations  contain  many  helpful  suggestions  as  to  costuming. 
Price,  2J  cents 

TWELFTH  NIGHT 

By  WilliaiJt  Shakespeare 

An  acting  edition  ivith  a  producer'' s  preface  by  Gran-ville  Barker 
With  Illustrations  and  Costume  Designs  by  Norman  Wilkinson 
As  produced  at  the  Sa'voy  Theatre,  London,  by  Lillah  McCarthy 

Uniform  in  appearance  and  style  with  the  above  and  similarly  helpful 
for  performance  by  amateurs  as  well  as  by  professional  talent. 
Price,  2^  cents 

Mr.  Barker's  "  producer's  prefaces  "  are  a  trial  step  in  the  direction  of 
providing  less  experienced  actors  and  managers  of  the  great  plays  with 
the  results  of  an  expert  consideration  of  them  from  an  acting  standpoint. 
Like  Miss  Fo.gerty's  admirable  work  in  connection  with  the  five  plays 
listed  elsewhere,  they  are  designed  not  merely  to  answer  the  questions 
that  must  arise  but  to  put  the  inexperienced  producer  into  such  a  relation 
with  the  text  that  his  own  intelligence  will  be  able  to  cope  with  his  prob- 
lem without  help  or  suggestion.  One  learns  how  a  man  like  Mr.  Barker 
approaches  a  play  with  the  idea  of  staging  it,  and  so  how  another  may  do 
the  same  thing.  In  this  they  will  be  seen  to  be  truly  and  genuinely 
educational  as  well  as  merely  helpful. 


Sent  postpaid  by  mail  on  receipt  of  price 

Walter  H.  Baker  &  Co.,  5  Hamilton  Place 
BOSTON.  MASS. 


DIALOGUES  AND  ENTERTAINMENTS 

For  Grammar  Grades 
Thirteen   new  dialogues   and  nine  entertainments  for  grammar  grades. 
Including  a  few  items  for  younger  children.     Written  by  an  experienced 
teacher.  Price,  2^  cents 

CONTENTS 


The  Dollies'  Fortune.    For  3  little  girls. 
A   Gift  to    Santa  Claus.      For   3   little 

The  Monomaniacs,     r  or  3  girls. 

A   Wily   Salesman.     For   i   boy  and  2 

girls. 
Escaped   From  the  Zoo.     For  3  boys 

and  I  girl. 
The  Little  Stars.     For  i   larger  and   2 

smaller  girls. 
The  S.  I.  M.'s.     For  3  boys  and  3  girls. 
Mrs.  "Webster's  Address.     For   i  boy 

and  2  girls. 
Aunt  Patience's  Umbrella.     For  i  boy 

and  3  girls. 
The  Dog,  the  Cat,  and  the  Rat.     For  3 

little  boys. 
The  Aqua   Marina    Panacea.      For  9 

large  girls. 
The  Three  Jacks.     For  3  boys. 
Answer— A  Charade.        For  i  boy  and 

I  girl. 


The  World's  Work.     For  8  boys. 
Half  an   Hour   With   a    Giant.    Any 

number  of  boys, 
A  CARNIVAL  OF  DATS. 

May  Day,     For  17  little  girls. 
Memorial  Day.     For  6   boys  and  12 

girls. 
The  Fourth  of  July.     For  15  joys 

and  chorus. 
Christmas.     For  11  boys  and  8  girls, 
St.  Valentine's  Day.     For  9  girls. 
A   Dream   of  the   Centuries.     For   12 

boys  and  6  girls. 
Mademoiselle's  Christmas  Gifts.    For 

I  boy  and  8  girls. 
America's  Birthday  Party.   For  9  girls. 
Tell-Tale— Charade.     For  9  boys  and  9 

girls. 
Buoyant — Charade.     For  5  boys  and  2 

girls. 
Dotage— Charade.    For  5  boys  and  6 
girls. 


DRILLS  AND  ENTERTAINMENTS  FOR 
CHILDREN 

Thirteen  pretty  and  picturesque    entertainments,  published  complete 
with  diagrams  and  music,  and  full  instructions  for  proper  production. 
Price,  2^  cents 

CONTENTS 


Juvenile    Fantastics.      For    an     equal 

number  of  girls  and   boys  from  six   to 

nine  years  old. 
The     Butterfly.      P'or    any    number  of 

primary  pupils. 
The  Soap  Bubble  Drill.     For  16  girls. 
The  Tennis  Drill,     For  16  girls. 
The  Harvesters.    For  8  boys  and  8 girls. 
The   Bread   and   Milk  Drill.       For   1-3 

children,  boys  and  girls. 


A  Billiken  Frolic.    For  8  boys. 

Teddy  Bear  and  Johnny  Bear.     For  8 

small  boys. 
••  Nid  Nid  Nodding."     For  any  number 

of  little  children  from  three  to  six. 
The  Workers.     Vox  12  boys. 
A   Pop-Corn  Ball.     For  8,  12  or  16  girls, 

twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age. 
Highland   Echoes.     For  any  even  num- 
ber of  boys. 
A   Yard   of   Dandelions.     For   11  little 
girls. 

The  incidental  music  for  "  A  Billiken  Frolic"  is  published  separately 

and  can  be  supplied  in  sheet  music  form. 

Prire,  JO  rents 

BAKER'S  TEMPERANCE  DIALOGUES 

Humorous,  Dramatic  and  Instructive 
Price,  23  cents 

CONTENTS 

A  Drop  Too  Much.     4  males,  2  females.  Seeing  the    Elephant.     5  males,   2   fe* 

A   Little    More    Cider.     5   males,  3   fe-  males. 

males  Tht   Tempter.     3  males,  i  female. 

The   Man   W^ith  the    Demi-John.      4  We    e  All  Teetotallers.     4  males,  2  fe» 

males.  ma  iS. 


B.  VJ.  Pinero's  Plays 

Price,  50  e^  it^  €acb 


JVUD-rHANNFT  P'^iy  i"  Four  Acts.  Six  males,  five  femaies. 
iriAiy  \^iir&iiiiLiLi  Costumes,  modern;  scenery,  three  interiors. 
Plays  two  and  a  half  hours. 

THE  NOTORIOUS  MRS.  EBBSMITH  Sjr''ii^"h"l 

males,  five  females.  Costumes,  modern;  scenery,  all  interiors. 
Plays  a  full  evening. 

THF  PROFF  inATF  I'lay  in  F<.ur  Acts.  Seven  males,  five 
tllL.  1  IWI  LilUMlL.  females.  Scenery,  three  interiors,  rather 
elaborate  ;  costumes,  moderii.     Plays  a  full  evening. 

THF  ^fHOni  MTSTRF^<\  Farce  in  Three  Acts.  Nine  males, 
inr.  OCniJUL.lV1101i\E.03  seven  fenifiles.  Costumes,  mod- 
ern; scenery,  three  interiors.     Plays  a  full  evening. 

THE  SECOND  MRS.  TANQUERAY  ^lirl^il^^Xi 

feinalea.  Costumes,  modern;  scenery,  three  interiors.  Plays  a 
full  evening. 

^WFFT  ?  AVFWnFR  comedy  in  Three  Acts.  Seven  males, 
OTTLiLil     L./\Yl-.nU'£,I\     four  females.    Scene,  a  single  interior, 

costumes,  modern.     Piavs  a  fuil  evening. 

THF  THilNHFRRnrT  comedy  in  Four  Acts.  Ten  males, 
lIlLi  lllUi^L/£.I\DV/L.l  Mine  females.  Scenery,  three  interi- 
ors; costumes,  modern.     Plays  a  full  evening. 

THF  TIMF^  Comedy  in  Four  Acts.  Six  males,  seven  females. 
lilLi  lIlTlLiij  Scene,  a  single  interior ;  costumes,  modern.  Plays 
a  full  evening. 

THF  WFAK^FR  <^FY  Comedy  in  Three  Acts.  Eight  males, 
IHEi  TV  1:i/11\i:<1\  OLiA  eight  females.  Costumes,  modern; 
scenery,  t.wo  interiors.     Plays  a  full  evening. 

A  WIFE  WITHOUT  A  SMILE  ??;r,?,Iii^?^rfe„^a;2: 

Costumes,  modern  ;  scene,  a  single  interior.     Plays  a  full  evening. 


Sent  prepaid  on  receipt  of  price  by 

Walttv  i|.  pafeer  Sc  Company 

NOo  5  Hamilton  Place,  Boston,  Massachusetts 


LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

0  015  937  616  3        ^^ 


C|)e  5^tU(am  Wuxtn  CDition 

l^cice,  15  CentjS  <!Barf> 


A^  ¥011  I  llfF  IT  Comedy  in  Five  Acts.  Thirteen  males,  four 
AD  IvU  Mnit  II  females.  Costumes,  picturesque ;  scenery,  va- 
iled.   Plays  a  full  evening. 

Ci  MIT  f  p    Drama  in  Five  Acts.    Nine  males,  five  females.     Co»- 
AHllL<l^i«    tumes,  modern  ;  scenery,  varied.    Plays  a  lull  evening. 

INfiOMAff  1*1^7  ^Q  Fi'^3  Acts.  Thirteen  male's,  three  females. 
inUvlTliilV    Scenery  varied ;  costumes,  Greek.   Plays  a  full  evening. 


MAVT  ^TIIAPT  Tragedy  in  Five  Acts.  Thirteen  males,  four  f©- 
D1AI\1  JlUAIil  rnales,  and  supernumeraries.  Costumes,  of  the 
period ;  scenery,  varied  and  elaborate.     Plays  a  full  evening. 

THE  MERCHANT  OF  VENICE  SiTetK?eIirmt5:i:  IT^'T^. 

picturesque  ;  scenery  varied.     Plays  a  full  evening. 

RirHFT  IFH  ^^*y  ^^  Plve  Acts.  Fifteen  males,  two  females.  Scen- 
BlvUI<lvlL<U  ery  elaborate ;  costumes  of  the  period.  Plays  a  full 
•rening. 

THP  RIVAT  ^  Comedy  in  Five  Acts.  Nine  males,  five  females. 
IIU(  niTALJ  Scenery  varied;  costumes  of  the  period.  Plays  a 
foil  evening. 

SHE  STOOPS  TO  CONQUER  SSS^i?  Siet^'lce.'?,?^^ 

rled ;  costumes  of  the  period.    Plays  a  full  evening. 

TWELFTH  NIOBT;  OR,  WHAT  YOU  WILL  f:!:^%^l.lL: 

three  females.  Costvimes,  picturesque ;  scenery^  varied.  Plays  a 
fall  evening. 


Sent  prepaid  on  receipt  of  price  by 
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